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www.communitysolutions.com
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We are a non-partisan, 
nonprofit that aims to 

improve health, social and 
economic conditions through
nonpartisan research, policy 

analysis, communications and 
advocacy.



Advocates for Ohio’s Future
Advocates for Ohio’s Future (AOF) is a nonpartisan coalition of over 500 Ohio organizations that promotes health and human 

service budget and policy solutions so that all Ohioans live better lives. 

Our coalition believes in investing in our state’s most valuable resource—our people—to ensure that they are safe, healthy, 

and can access pathways to prosperity for themselves and their families.
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What role does Ohio play in the 2020 Census

youOhio Census 
Advocacy Coalition



Census 101
What is the Census?
▪ Nationwide Head Count.

▪ The Constitutionally Required Every 10 Years.

When is the Census?
▪ March – July/August 2020.

How Will it Be Conducted?
▪ U.S. Census Bureau – Largest Peacetime Government Operation.

▪ More than 500,000 temporary and part-time jobs.

▪ Partnerships with thousands of organizations and communities



2020 Census Timeline

communities

Ohio Complete Count 

Commission Established by 

Executive Order:

Community-based 

organizations; faith-based 

groups; education partners; 

local government; media; 

and community leaders will 

play a critical role in 

educating and motivating 

Ohio households to 

participate in the 2020 

Census



Why Care About the Census?
Funding
$33.5 Billion in Federal Funding Flows to Ohio based on Census data

Representation
Ohio’s local, state, and federal boundaries for representation are drawn using Census data. Congressional 

representation is apportioned directly using Census data. 

Decision making
Schools, businesses, state and local governments, faith organizations, etc. all use Census data to determine 

how to use and allocate resources. From classroom sizes to grocery store placement, to the location of bus 

stops, Census data is critical. 

Being Seen
Individuals and communities that are not counted or are undercount, for many intents and purposes, do not 

exist. Being counted is key to ensuring all communities are seen.







2020 Census Myth busters
Common 2020 Census Myths:
▪ It’s not a big deal if I’m not counted in the 2020 Census.

▪ The Constitution says to only count citizens.

▪ There is a citizenship question on the 2020 Census.

▪ My information can be taken by the government and used against me.

▪ I have to answer every question on the Census as required by law.

▪ It’s not our role to help people with the Census, and in fact it’s kind of icky!



Ohio’s Hard-to-Count Populations





Counting Ohio’s Children



Counting Ohio’s Children



Counting Ohio’s Children



Counting Ohio’s Children



Many children at risk of not 
being counted



Reaching Parents of Young Children



Other Hard-to-Count Populations



Babies are definitely the most missed 
population, but there are also other child 
populations in Ohio who are at-risk of not 
being counted such as: 

• Children living in kinship care 
arrangements

• Children living in foster care
• Children who are living in a joint-custody 

arrangement with their parents

Other Hard-to-Count Populations
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Census Response Rates So Far*

National: 62.1% Ohio: 66.6%

* Rates as of 7/14/2020, accessed 7/15/2020

Cuyahoga: 63.0%

Franklin: 62.8%

Hamilton: 63.7%

Lucas: 62.4%

Ottawa: 47.5%

Medina: 79.0%

Harrison: 53.3%

Morgan: 55.6%

Vinton: 55.5%



Cleveland: 47.0%

Dayton: 49.7%

Cincinnati: 51.7%

Columbus: 57.8%

Lorain: 60.6%Toledo: 55.9%

Youngstown: 50.6%

Parma: 75.5%

Akron: 60.9%

Canton: 56.8%

Census Response Rates in the 10 Largest Cities in Ohio

2020census.gov/en/response-rates



Cleveland Dayton

In many census tracts, response rates are still under 30%



Who:  Nonpartisan network of statewide nonprofit 
organizations, advocacy organizations, and trusted faith, 
business, education, and community leaders.

What: Working to encourage full participation in the 2020 
Census, with a focus on historically undercounted or ‘hard-to-
count’ (HTC) populations. 



The OCAC Outreach Plan & Structure
OCAC Outreach Budget 

The OCAC has received funding for GOTC efforts:  

• Ideally outreach would be several million dollars, as evidenced by other states.

• State budget had $0 line item for Census 2020.

• Projected $1.7 million in needs to do a bare minimum of outreach.

• Ohio’s philanthropic community has stepped up to provide targeted investments to reach 

areas of highest need in the state for field and digital work for:

˗ Field (canvassing, in-person contacts, events) - Cuyahoga, Franklin, and Hamilton

˗ Digital (social and digital media) - Athens, Lucas, Summit, and Montgomery



The OCAC Outreach Plan & Structure

 

CENTRAL REGIONAL LEAD: 
Ohio Women’s Alliance 

OCAC EXECUTIVE TEAM 
erin (Central), Charlie (NE), Dan (SW) 

NE REGIONAL LEAD: 
Cleveland Votes 

SW REGIONAL LEAD: 
Destiny Community Development 

SW REGIONAL PARTNERS 
 

NE REGIONAL PARTNERS CENTRAL REGIONAL PARTNERS 
 

Local Outreach Structure



The OCAC Outreach Plan & Structure
OCAC Outreach Plan & Structure

● The OCAC Local Outreach Working Group and its Co-Chairs are leading 
outreach efforts in three regions across the state:  NE, SW, and Central.

● Each of these three regions have:

○ A regional co-lead, who coordinates Census efforts in the region and work 
with OCAC to develop an outreach/field plan for their region.

○ A coalition of partner organizations connected to local hard-to-count 
communities within the region.



The OCAC Outreach Plan & Structure
Targeted HTC Communities - Field:

Field:

• Cuyahoga:  AAPI communities, kids under 5, Latinx/Hispanic communities, low-income 

African American families, New Americans/immigrant communities

• Franklin:  Kids under 5, low-income African American families, New 

Americans/immigrant communities, young adults aged 18-24

• Hamilton: Low-income African American families, New Americans/immigrant 

communities, young adults aged 18-24



OCAC Outreach (GOTC)
(What Was Supposed to Happen)

Three major strategies:

• Public education events. 

• Canvassing.

• Get Out the Count events.



OCAC Outreach (GOTC)
(What Actually Happened)

Shifting to digital:

• Printed materials

• Social media ads

• PPE

• Pledge-to-text + Census Ambassador Campaigns

• Digital trainings for grantees

• P2P Texting/Phonebanking

• Creative solutions (visual storytelling, 



Update on the 2020 
Census

Devonta Dickey
Advocacy and Engagement 

Coordinator
Cleveland VOTES
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Our Team

Erika Anthony Crystal Bryant Jennifer Lumpkin Devontá Dickey

Co-Founder Co-Founder Civic Strategy 
Engagement Manager

Advocacy & 
Engagement 
Coordinator



“Cleveland VOTES is a nonpartisan 

democracy building and 

mobilization entity that aims to 

strengthen civic muscle and power to 

ensure we have a more informed, 

participatory, and cohesive 

community.”



“Fundamentally, equitable civic engagement

is about leveraging the power dynamics of a 

place, giving voice to those previously alienated 

and excluded from the civic process”
-OSU, Kirwan Institute



Areas of Concentration
What do we do?

SUPPORT BALLOT 
INITIATIVES04

2020 CENSUS 
(COMPLETE COUNT 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS) + 
OCAC Regional Leader

05

INCREASE VOTER/CENSUS 
ENGAGEMENT/CONVENER06

ANNUAL NONPARTISAN 
TRAINING 03

NATIONAL VOTER 
REGISTRATION DAY 

PARTNER

02

VOTER MOBILIZATION 
GRANTOR 01



Activating Communities to 

Complete the 2020 Census



Using the Data

It is important to understand where to get the 

appropriate data that best represents the 

individuals you want to support and activate. The 

ultimate purpose is to align the data with the 

appropriate call to action and most palpable 

issues.

Issues → Education Equity, Affordable Healthcare, 

Food Accessibility, Streets/Roads, Public Safety, 

Greenspaces

Call to Action → Complete the Census

Example → 2020 Census Infographics/Personas

Using Data to Make the Census 
Come Alive



Using the Data:
Case Studies



Using 
the 
Data:
Case 
Studie
s
(½)

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1E-qAidA_XO5_f3p92z4N8Dck6SjKp8pz/view


Using 
the 
Data:
Case 
Studies
(2/2)



Calls to Action - Ways to Plug In

1) Sign up for our newsletter at Media@Clevotes.com

2) Complete the Census 2020Census.gov

3) Volunteer with Cleveland VOTES at

www.clevotes.com

4) Volunteer with #Masks4Community at
https://www.masks4community.com/volunteer

mailto:Media@Clevotes.com
http://www.clevotes.com/
https://www.masks4community.com/volunteer


Erika Anthony

(She, Her, Hers)

Erika@clevotes.com

Jennifer Lumpkin 

(She, Her, Hers)

Jennifer@clevotes.com

Devonta Dickey

(He, Him, His)

Devonta@clevotes.com

Crystal Bryant

(She, Her, Hers)

crystal@clevotes.com

Contact us!

mailto:Erika@clevotes.com
mailto:Jennifer@clevotes.com
mailto:Devonta@clevotes.com
mailto:crystal@clevotes.com


@ClevelandVOTES - Facebook

@Clevelandvotes - Instagram

www.Clevotes.com

info@clevotes.com

Follow us!

http://www.clevotes.com/


Questions?

A recording of today’s webinar
and the slides will be available at 

CommSols.com/JulyWebinarUpdateCensus


